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Almost 100 fisheries officers have issued
a strike notice after a breakdown in talks
with the Ministry for Primary Industries.
From today fisheries officers said they will
not patrol at weekends. Talks over 12
months have failed to reach agreement on
payment for weekend work. They claim
MPI expects they work at least one day on
the weekend but refuse to compensate
them for that.

Long-term vision key for a
prosperous paua industry

The Stewart Island paua fishery is in
such good heart, the Ministry for
Primary Industries stock assessment
pointed to a possible catch increase.
The harvest (Total Allowable
Commercial Catch) is just 90 tonnes,
the minimum harvest size observed by
professional divers has been boosted to
137mm, as against 125mm in the
recreational fishery there and in most of
the rest of the country, and the fishery
is assessed at being at 44 percent of its
original biomass.
The fisheries management target is 40
percent, well above the maximum
sustainable yield.
The area, designated PAU5B, is a prime
example of good fisheries management,
MPI principal scientist Julie Hills told the
Paua Industry Council conference in
Nelson last week.
Despite all these favourable factors,
quota holders plumped for caution and
asked MPI not to consider moving the
catch upwards just yet.
That conservative approach is echoed
through the country, where quota
holders, far from pushing a lucrative
catch to the limit, have voluntarily
shelved large quantities in the interests
of enhancing the health of paua
fisheries.
Julie Hills (Jules) – surfer, diver and
former high country musterer on
horseback – is chair of the Shellfish
Working Group and oversaw the Paua

Cawthron Institute announced a
breakthrough in monitoring the health of
paua. They have developed a tiny heart
monitor which shows clearly how the
shellfish react to a changing environment
– particularly changes in water
temperature and levels of carbon. Dr
Norman Ragg said the non-intrusive,
miniaturised technology could also be
used for mussels and could be a valuable
tool in farms which were reliant on
coastal water inputs.
Demand exceeding supply saw NZ King
Salmon beat its annual earnings forecast,
with net profit after tax of $22.8 million
up 125 percent on the prospectus
forecast. The premium Ora brand jumped
27 percent in the past year and a media
release by the company said Ora King is
now served in 850 restaurants around the
world.
The Green Party said it will create New
Zealand’s largest ever marine mammal
sanctuary off South Taranaki. The party
said this will protect the blue whale
habitat and prevent iron sand mining on
the seabed. The proposed sanctuary
would cover around 30, 000 square
kilometres.
The South-East Marine Protection Forum
will now not deliver its recommendations

Fishery Research programme 2016-21.
She has developed stock assessments
based on mathematical models
incorporating biomass, fisheries
dependent performance indicators such
as catch per unit effort (CPUE) and other
measures like shell length frequency
and age at maturity.
“But if the divers say they don’t agree
with the results, then there’s something
wrong with your model,” she told the 70
Australasian conference delegates.
Her assessment was PAU2 (from North
Cape south and around to Taranaki) was
an amazing, stable fishery for many
years, one of the country’s most
productive.
PAU3 along the Kaikoura coastline had
been looking good and the CPUE had
been steady for many years. The quota
has been halved to 45 tonnes by closure
since the Kaikoura earthquake and there
is concern about the recreational take
displaced to adjoining open areas and
poaching.
PAU4 (Chatham Islands) has never had
a stock assessment and has a TACC of
326 tonnes, one-third of the total
national catch. Despite having the
country’s best catch rate and very low
recreational and poaching pressure, a
20 percent shelving is in place and that
may be increased further to 30-40
percent, with some parts of the fishery
showing some signs of stress according
to divers and what research is available.
PAU5A in Fiordland is healthy, with the
southern area at 41 percent of original
biomass and the northern area at 47
percent. Even so, a 30 percent shelving
remains in place after eight years, with
104 tonnes of a 149 tonne TACC
caught.
PAU5D on the south east Otago coast
also has a 30 percent shelving in place,
with a TACC of 89 tonnes. Biomass is
estimated at 35 percent of the original,
the fishing area has been compressed
with the addition of three mataitai and a
taiapure and there is strong recreational
and illegal pressure.
PAU7 at the top of the South Island
across the Marlborough Sounds was
down to just 18 percent of the original
biomass and the TACC was halved in
2016 to 93 tonnes, with a further 10
percent shelved since the earthquake.
PIC chief executive Jeremy Cooper said
the paua fishery was at the bottom of its
cycle and predicted the harvest would
rise by about 20 percent to 857 tonnes
in the next 10 years and there would
also be an emerging market of about 8
tonnes for yellowfoot paua.
MPI deputy director-general regulation
and assurance Brian Wilson told the
conference the paua industry has a
reputation for good governance
structures and has shown leadership in

to the government until December 20.
The extension was granted to do justice
to the 2903 submissions received in the
consultation period. The Forum will put
forward recommendations on proposals
for a string of marine protected areas
from Timaru to Waipapa Point in
Southland.

New Zealand Aquaculture Conference
2017
Registrations are now open for the New
Zealand Aquaculture Conference 2017.
Held in Nelson on September 20 & 21,
Aquaculture New Zealand has put
together a great lineup to update
attendees on the sector.
Speakers include Minister for the
Environment Dr Nick Smith, Ministry for
Primary Industries Director General
Martyn Dunne and Cawthron Institute
Aquaculture Group Manager Dr Serean
Adams.
To register click here or to learn more
about the speakers click here.

Whitianga Scallop Festival

Tickets are on sale for the 2017 Whitianga
Scallop Festival.
The festival is on September 16 and
features celebrity chef Nadia Lim, live
music all day and scallops cooked in every
way imaginable.
For more information or to get tickets
click here.
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responsible fishing.
“You have also led innovation in terms
of initiatives like catch spreading,
minimum harvest sizes, the use of
electronic reporting and continuing
active involvement in all aspects of paua
science,” he said.
“Longer term MPI Future of Fisheries
work will focus on fine-scale
management, what decisions can be
shifted or delegated downwards, and
how this should be done.”
Authorised management, where quota
owners were given the tools to act
collectively to better manage their own
harvesting rules, fishing efforts and
behaviour, was being considered in the
mix.

