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MPI must suspend IEMRS or risk failure
Frustration is building around obvious flaws in the
rushed introduction of new monitoring technology
across the fishing fleet.
The Ministry for Primary Industries is being given the
message that there is support in principle for the
Integrated Electronic Monitoring and Reporting System
(IEMRS), but not for the way it is being rammed
through.
A group of southern fishermen say they are being
treated like criminals by MPI and are considering court
action.
Fisheries Inshore New Zealand says MPI runs a high
risk of failure if it presses on with the current version
of IEMRS.
The system will require commercial fishing vessels,
regardless of size, to carry and operate a Geospatial
Position Reporting device (GPR) and provide electronic
monitoring; large trawlers from Oct 1 and the
remainder of the fleet by 1 April 2018.
A second stage, that of cameras on boats, will take
effect from October 1 next year.
In a submission to the MPI consultation on Draft
Circulars, FINZ chief executive Dr Jeremy Helson said
the industry had clearly signalled its support for the
IEMRS concept and repeatedly sought to work with
officials to implement a workable solution.
“MPI, through its mode of working on this project, has
squandered an opportunity to implement a significant
and valuable improvement to fisheries management in
New Zealand,” the submission said.
MPI did not consult on the regulations before
promulgation and Helson is calling for MPI to suspend
IEMRS and convene a working group of industry
experts to address the issues identified.
Legal guidance from the Court of Appeal states;

Consultation must allow sufficient time, and a genuine
effort must be made. It is a reality, not a charade. To

Stolen Northland crayfish linked to
methamphetamine trade
Newshub - 23 August

The Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI)
agrees organised crime is deeply
involved in the illegal seafood market.
Skipper Adam Kellian says his catch off
the Northland coast is often slashed
open by thieves.
"You work so hard. It's not easy out
here, and to have all your catch you've
been saving up to try and make some
money disappear from under your feet
when you go to unload is
heartbreaking."
Read more

Weekend boaties call for better fish
stock protection
Radio NZ - 22 August

Decreasing fishing stocks are a concern
for weekend boaties, but some say their
fish-finding technology and leisure
boats contribute to overfishing.
Geoff Rowling of Motueka is among
those mourning the days when taking
your boat out guaranteed a snapper for
dinner.
"I fished when I was a kid and fishing
was pretty good and then I had a period
when I didn't fish much, for a few years.
When I went back fishing, in the early to
mid 1990s, and it took me two years to
catch my first snapper, I just couldn't
believe how bad things had got."
Read more

Fishers furious over cameras on
boats, threaten legal action
Radio NZ - 22 August

Southland fishermen say plans to install
tracking devices and cameras on boats
are an invasion of privacy and they're

consult is not merely to tell or present.
“Given the scope of what is proposed, we consider a
four-week consultation is inadequate," Helson said.
"MPI’s position has been that it will specify
requirements and it will be up to fishers to meet
those. However, even if the legal requirements were
realistic, the technology to comply does not yet exist,
has not been tested at sea, and is very unlikely to have
crew trained and the equipment installed on more
than 1,000 vessels in the next six months."
The regulations require that all vessels, except for
tenders deployed from purse seining vessels, must
have a GPR device.
“There are more than 300 such vessels and many are
small, unpowered row boats that are tenders to
vessels such as trawlers. Why these small vessels
should be required to carry and operate a GPR when
their principal vessel does is not explained and, in our
view, imposes needless cost and duplication,” the FINZ
submission said.
“We are also concerned that all vessels, whether they
are actively fishing or not, must still report their
position to MPI. What if this vessel is being used for
recreation, transporting goods or any other activity
unrelated to fishing?”

considering court action. Fisherman
Chris Black told RNZ reporter Conan
Young the surveillance move was over
the top.
Read more

Couple will pay only a fraction of
Talley's trawler’s losses
Stuff - 22 August

A couple will only have to pay back a
small fraction of the massive losses they
caused to Talley's Fisheries through
their bogus tale of a family tragedy.
Read more

Read the latest
copy of the
Seafood New
Zealand
magazine by
clicking here.

MPI requires all vessels to be able to transmit position
reports from anywhere at sea. This makes satellite
GPR compulsory.
“So a five metre vessel fishing in the Firth of Thames
must be capable of transmitting GPR reports from the
Ross Sea in Antarctica and from Hawaii, even though it
has zero chance of ever fishing in those places. This is
a flawed one-size-fits-all approach that makes no
distinction between a 105 metre ocean-going vessel
and a dinghy."
FINZ said the electronic reporting component of IEMRS
had the potential to streamline and improve reporting,
however the changes mooted by MPI were not thought
through.
“MPI requires the date and time of fishing and the
location be entered immediately, which is fine for
larger vessels with designated crew, however
impossible for the 230 vessels that fish with a sole
crew member. To suggest that this sole crew member
prioritise the immediate reporting to MPI over the
handling of the vessel and the catch is irresponsible.
We want that amended to ‘as soon as practicable’."
FINZ raised many other issues in its submission,
including matters of personal privacy and the MPI
estimates of the cost of implementation and benefits
to fishers.
“We believe both the estimated costs and purported
benefits of IEMRS are wildly inaccurate. In fact, we
believe the costs will be significantly higher and the
financial benefits to industry almost non-existent.
“We also raised the basic issue of fairness of
unintentional non-compliance. Operating electrical
equipment at sea, particularly in small open vessels, is
very challenging and prone to failure. When noncompliance is carrying a fine of $100,000 and an
extra $1,000 per day for ongoing breaches – and the
onus is on the operator to prove technical malfunction
– that is a heavy cost to bear."

Non-tariff barriers website launched

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade has launched an online
clearing house for non-tariff barriers. These barriers can
include a wide range of issues – from government policies,
through to regulations that favour local suppliers. These
barriers are costing export businesses billions of dollars and
MFAT are asking that you share the Trade Barriers website with
your stakeholder networks. This website does not stop
businesses from approaching relevant government agencies
directly for support but is designed to remove the guesswork
for those that are unsure about where to turn for help. MFAT is
promising exporters an acknowledgement within two working
days and a more detailed response within six weeks.

The full submission may be found on Fisheries Inshore
New Zealand website www.inshore.co.nz.

GPR required on all vessels no matter what size.

Remembering Colin Meads
Two years ago the Seafood NZ conference was
fortunate to have Sir Colin Meads as a guest speaker
to close the day.
He leaned on the lectern as if he was at the Te Kuiti
rugby club bar and yarned with the delegates like a
bunch of long lost mates.

One of his many great tales was of dealing with a
young female nutritionist after his playing days ended
and he managed the All Blacks.
She explained about all the major food groups, carbo
loading and digestion, healthy eating and peak
preparation for a match.
A sceptical Meads said he never bothered with any of
that nonsense, just made sure he had a good feed of
steak or chops and mashed spuds before a game.
"But Colin," she replied. "Just think how good you
could have been."
On a personal note, I share ownership of a horse with
Colin and Verna Meads in a Go Racing syndicate.
"How many horses have you got," I asked Colin during
a tour of Waikato horse studs.
"Too many," he growled in response.
And, finally...
The paua industry was praised for showing
responsible leadership and management by Dave
Turner, Ministry for Primary Industries' director of
fisheries management, at its conference in Nelson
yesterday - which continues today.

